
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



134 



Discoveries and Improvements 



fFeb. 



they have shown the greatest avidity, 
but to impregnate it with their fa- 
vourite mjour. If there be thou- 
sands in the nei<{hboarhood, they 
may thus be soon allured to the place 
of execution, and the work of slaugh- 
ter commence at the most conve- 
nient opportunity for the farmer and 
his men. 

The trap-doors being closed, it 
will be impossible for a single rat to 
escape; and his enemy being now 
fully in his power, nothing moie is 
necessary than for the farmer to 
adopt the easiest and most merciful 
manner of putting them to death ; 
for I would be merciful even to a 
rat that I had taken so much pains 
to decoy. Perhaps the easiest and 
best mode would be to let down a 
chafing-dish of lighted charcoal 
among them, into which some 
lumps of stone brimstone may from 
a distance be safely conveyed. The 
windows being now closed, it is pre- 
sumed, that the whole would very 
soon be quiet. 

Some caution may be necessary 
in entering the place. The windows 
and doors should first be thrown wide 
open, and a large fan or curn-win- 
now made use of to dissipate the 
noxious vapour of the brimstone, and 
the rats should all be thrown into 
water, or some other ettectual me- 
thod taken to prevent a revival, 
which might in some instances pro- 
bablv take place, were they to be 
all carelessly thrown upon a dung- 
hill. 

After the first grand execution, 
the sick, the stragglers, and the in- 
firm, might for a few days be en- 
ticed, and the farm would thus be 
cleared (or twelve months, with lit- 
tle trouble, and less expense. 

At the end of the year, the same 
process might be again had recourse 
to. If this were to be adopted as a 
general practice throughout the 
kingdom on one particular day, and 



no day could be better than Shrove 
Tuesday, a rat would be as great n 
rarity as any of Mr. Pidcock's wild- 
beasts. 

Sparrows have been decoyed in 
the same way by suflering them to 
feed in a common stable, to the door 
of which a string was attached, and 
the birds imprisoned at pleasure j 
but it may be doubted, whether or 
no it would be wise to reduce the 
number of these to as great a degree, 
because it is probable, that the sppr- 
row pays for his niaintenonce, by 
the destruction which he occasions 
to insects. It is possible indeed, 
that in the economy of nature, the 
rat may not have been made in vaiii ; 
he may have his use, by devouring 
various substances tending to putri- 
dity and contamination of the atmo- 
sphere, which escape the vigilance 
of hogs and ducks, and other sca- 
vengers of the surface; but such is 
the negligence and folly of persona 
in general, there can be little ex- 
pectation of a plan of this nature 
being so generally adopted, as to 
render it hereafter necessary for the 
society to ofler a reward for encou- 
raging the breed of rats. 

It IS on the contrary most likely, 
that even where this method n>ay 
be adopted, the folly and precipi- 
tancy of those to whom its manage- 
ment must be entrusted, will t)e such 
as to render the scheme only par- 
tially successful. 

A table exhibiting tlie relative propor- 
tion of pure Alchohol contaitiing in 
severul kinds of wine, und some other 
liquors. By fVm. Thomas brands, 
esq. F.R.S. Fromtlte Philosophical 
Transaction- 
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An account of a vegetable Wax from 
Brazil; bt/ William Thotiuu Brande, 
t' R.S. from the Philosophical 
Transactions of the Royal society of 
Ijondon, 

The vegetable wax described in 
this paper was given to the presideat 
by Lord Orenville, with a wish on 
the part of his Lordship that its pro- 
perties should be iavestigated, 
in the hope that it might prove aa 
useful substitute for bees wax, and 
constitute, in due time, a new article 
of commerce between the Brazils ai>(l 
this country. 

It was transmitted to Lord Greo- 
vilje from Rio de Janeiro, by the 
comte de Galveas, as a new artii:le 
lately brought to that city from the 
northcrnqiost parts of the Braziliaa 
dominions, the capiteneas of JKio 
Grande and Seara, between the lati- 
tudes of three and seven degrees north i 
it is said to be the production of a 
tree of slow growth, called by the 
native Carmuba, which also produces 
a gum used as food for men, and ano- 
ther substance employed fur fatten- 
ing poultry. 

When the comte wrote to Lord 
Grenville in July last, orders had 
been sent to the governors of tbe 
districts yvheve it grows, requiring 
them to report more particularly on 
the nature and (jualuies of this inte- 
resting tree : we may therefore hope 
that information will soon be ob- 
tained, whether the article can be 
procured in ubiindauce, and at a rea- 
sonable price \ ill which case it will 
become a valuable adoiiioii to the 
coinluris of mankind, by reducing 
the price and improving the quality 
of candles, tlaui beaux, Stc. 

The ariicle, in the stale in which it 
was sent, re^mbles much that des- 
cribed by Humboldt as the produce 
ol the C'eroxylou Andicola ; but it 
IS not likely to be the same, as Hum- 
boldt's wax is collided from a state- 
ly palm-tree, which grows on th« 



